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Chapter Outline 

Chapter One - "'JHAT'S Hft.PPE!,liD TO LITERACY IN AMERICA? The r:aractox of the rlOrld's most 
advanced Mtion Hith free comnulsory schooling for :;,11, suffering from a decline 
in li t.eracy. SYTrrptoms of the decline: falling SAT scores; falling reading scores 
in city schools allover the counky; dis inte gra ting academic standards. 
~Jniverstties complain atJ01;t students unable to read or write adequa tely. This 
chanter will contain incervi \-I S .Ii th nrofessors, newsna -e r editor s , book 
publishers, b00ksellers~ cor:ooration heads, nersonnel deo:ortment heads, etc ., 
so that the reader can grasp the extent and scooe of the problem. 

Chapter THo - TiE Woo. ID OF Tflli F'lJ1 CTIOl.JAL ILUTtJ1A TE. 'v-Jho are the functional illit!':l'[1 ':;' ~ s? 
Some experts estimate that 50 oercent of Amer ica's adults are functionaU.y 
illiterate. Interviews with fUI1Cti on:d illitera tes am oo.rents .,ho are slling 
schools. Ho1.-; functional illiterates get thl'ough high school, and hOH they CO?G 

in a society that assumes you can read proficiently if you've gotten a hj f"h school 
diploma. Degrees of f'l:.nctional illite racy. The shrinkinp, vocabul[~ry of the 
younp;er F,eneration. The inabilit.y to e~ress anything but the simlest ideas. 
The sl<J'i teh from the written HOrd to the audio-visual media as the main SOtl.'. ce of 
ideas, irrfor~ation, learning, and entertp.in~e nt. 

Chapter Three - HOi\T THE ?ROBLEH STARTED. The classroom Orlp,1.nS of functional l11ite racy 
and reading disability. The grad1~al switch frorn thL' c~IDh he t :i.c (ilhonics) methed 
of readinp; instruction to the hieroglyphic (look-say, Hhole-Ho-:"d) re thcxi. Origin 
of the look-s8.Y methcd as a Tn" a!lS of teachi.ng the deaf to read. Its ada nt.1. t,ion 
to norma l children. An early experiment tha t failed. A short history ot reading 
instruction. The early look-say refo !'"!ers: Horace Na nn, Thomas Galla udet, Cyras 
Peirce. The first look-say critics. 

Chanter Foul' .. HOd LOOK-SAY TOOI\ OVER.. Progressive educators in the 1930' s adopt 
look-say as nart of their program. The rise of Dick :url Jane , Janet and ar 1-~, 
Alice and Jer'rY. The revolution in nriyrary ed uc<.lti on. Th nrofes8ors of edt:.cation 
remake t.hp. ori;rtlry school cU1'l'icul . and l-a'ite the nel., textbooks. Tho conceI t 
of the IIsight vocabu.lary.1l The techniques of getting textbooks adonted. The 
E'l!iere:ence of a pmmrf111 vested iriterest in look-say~ 

Cha nter Fhre - Th'E ElSE OF READING DISABILITY. Look-say creates the II read ing nr oble-m, !l 
and the remc.'d ial read ing ind t:;.St!'Y is born. Look-say author's become lIex e rts li in 
curi ng the dis ea ~ e t hey create . Paren ts begin to comnla.in. Gro,d.!"'.g Dub]j c 
awareness of a "reading Drob1 mil among school children. vlhy look-say ca \'Se s 
readin~ disability. Dr. OL'ton's ..,.;arning. The rise of "d:,'s l e) ia" anI other 
exotic ed uca ti(mal r'1aladies. The insid i0l..1.3 gro'dth of educa ticmal malprac tice. 
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Chapter Six - ENTER RUDOLF Ii'IE ~'CH. Publication of ' m:,!" J oh m~' t:::a n ' t Read in 195'5 l'1EIK es 
public m;a r e for first tim~ of a teach"i ;; ;:-evolt:tion ir. T ri"'" r y schools. Fl ch 
identifies look-say as the cause of the r eadin F,; nroblem. ThE:; book arous es 
parental indignati on t ey,.laro. thE.! ed l.:.ca tor tnt i s llnequi\loc; bly denounc d by t e 
educati.onal establishment. Look~say author s orraniz e t he Interna tiona l React i n!! 
Association, Hhich bec m es a DOH'crfcl 10 b y for l ook-saJ~' The IRA tight ns i is 
controls of read ine; instruction in America, and -1 tt~t:lpts to reforJ11 reading 
instruction are thHarted. Intel~ri ew \,;i th Rudolf Flesch. 

Chapter Seven - PH a-II CS VS. L-ClO~-SAY: THE PROTRA CTED STRUGGLE. For t.wenty years s: net:! 
the nublica tion of Flesch's book , phonics advocates hav('! \o1aged guerrilla ~Tarfar 
against the strongly en trenched establbhrnent. The COU!ll'il for Basic i!:d ucation) 
the Reading Reform ' ourdation, a nd The Orton Soc iety r enr,'sent the three most 
active grouns fighti ng for nhonics. Arra yed a ~a ins t t h Pl" i s virtually the enti re 
educational establishnent . Heanwhile, acadeTI1.ic standard begin to decline in 
the high schools and col1ege s as nro::jucts of look-sa y f"iClh~ the i r .ray un the 
academic ladder. School li'urc.rie s become Ilmedia c enters!! a s reading d eficiency 
becomes widespread and teache rs grO'>l to rely mor(~ a nd more on audio-visual 
instructional equir.lP1ent. 

Chapter Eipht - THE CPALL REPORT. The pullli_cation of Jeanne Cha J l's book, Learnir. _, 
to Read , The Great Dsbate, in 1967, Hr"it te n under ~ Carm'!~ie Corporation grant , 
rene'riS the nhonics - look-say controversy. But matters a x-'" nO-,1 mad e more cOlr.nli ca ted 
by tr.e rise of psych olinguis tics. The linr,uis ts con f S8 t he i s sue cy a ffirm' ng 
th8 alphabetic nrinc~ ole as ol'''"losed to hiero lyohics, bnt re ' cct "lhonics or t he 
articulation of isolated sounds. l;~-;{ concents a l"1'::\ a nl2w vocabul~ry are intr cdnced 
int.o reading oooago£1' un:1e r the c over of \itlich look-sa y techni,que conti ue to be 
used. Teachers a n::l parents are ncn more c onfused t han ev r as va r ious groups 
make conflicting and c ontr adictor-y claims. Dut the look-<'ay esta blishM(mt rna j nt i ns 
full control of the prirce.ry school curriculum. 

Chapter Nine - ANTI-LITEHACY IN T}rE SCHOOlS. Reading faUur _ is nO'd so \<fidespread 
that a n0<T anti-lit.eracy oh ilosonhy hMS develon ed among ed ucators ,rho cl<! irrl t hat 
literacy is not really that irrroorta nt after nIl. There is nmf a ncw a m io-vi s la. l 
literacy utilizing T;,.:>tion picture~;, t.ane recorders, arrl t e l evision. All of t his 
has mad e the HTil,te n Hard obsolete. The nt~W technol ogy ha s St percecied the Hri t ten 
,·wrd I<.rhich belongs to an earlier a ~e in ma n' s d eve lollJ11ent. . This chc\Ot ~r \o.rill 
inclme interviews Hi th educators ...ho hold these views. The Black Srglish 
controversy is part of this problem . Third worlder s at tack star.daro English as 
a fonn of cultural imperialism. 

Chapter Ten - 'vJRITING: 'dlit.TEVt:R l lAPPEhm TO Gfu\ }E'1AR? Vlith h ~ decline in r eading skill 
has also corll8 a loss of j,nterest in gocxl writing . GranJl"a r is 0 lon~er taug .. t . 
Free eX;!I'ession is t ,e order of the day, with no conc er n f a legible han::i VJ r iting 
or gr'TiI .c;tical forl'1. Correct sne llj ng, Pl:nctt:.ation, rl es of gr ar.ima r, na ra graohinp" 
am traditional ',rri ting conve nt i on ha ve bee n discard ed. Curs i ve writing has 
been renlaced in most cases by or int-s crint. Forma l i s t r uction in curs ive 
writin is no longer given in mo t schools. 

http:prirce.ry
http:acadeTI1.ic


i-llY JOHNNY STILL CAN'T READ -- OR ',liRITE 

Chapter Eleve n - READI~ l( ; mr THE POT G1AC. The read ing nrobl em bee: me s a f ed era l nrobler.l 
Right-to-Read pro,s!' m created by HEld. This chapte r wi ll delve into t he eder~ l 
program and. f i :.mt why it ha s had so little o os itive e f fect on the o rer all 
r.a Jdonal problem. Intervi ew with head of Right - to-Read. 

Chapter T"relve - THE P.RF.SENT STATE 0:' READllIG PEDAGOGY. Look-say still domi nates 
reading ins truc ti ::m in America, Id th psycholi nguistic mcx:i ific2. tions. Profes sor 
Kenneth Go<Xl m.'1 n is n ow the leacl.ing sp okesma n for the look-say lobby. Mcanvrhile , 
some nC\~ phonics s yste ms have been developed and are being used r'la inly in pr i vOl t e 
schools, ba.ck-tc-bas ics public schools , a nd rel edi2.1 pr ogr amf3. But l ook-sa.y i s 
the mains tay of t he Open Classroom, am r eading disabili t y has bec ome a perma nent 
on-going nroblem of America n ed uea t ion. The obsta cles to reform incr ea se as 
educa tiona l theo y gets more complicated and the behav i or a l Dsychologists tr.r 
to establish contr ol over acade.ic and disciolinary cha os. 

Chapter Thirteen - THE BIG RlfSINESS OF' !:.EARNIHG DISAB ILITIES. Widespread r ading 
dlsabili ty has l ead psychologists to believe tha t vast numbers of A" e ric. n 
child ren are afflicted with a ioride variety of l earning d i sabilit.iM . Nothing is 
done -to test the validity of the nrev3.lent ma:les of i ns tructi on . Instead , all 
of the bla n'e for f a ilure is put on the stul ent. This c ha pte r Hill sh mf hw 
children a re being abused by behavioral osycholcg:ists and school admi nis t r ators 
who have no 'vray of dealing \d th clas sroom ind uc ed learning disab:i.li ties, exce-pt 
through drugs, psychiatric theraDY, and prolonged remedial nro grams. Educati na l 
malnractice is ncr'" the rule. 

ChaDter Fourteen - THE RETURN TO LITERACY. Can we restore literacy to Al"le rica? 
h'ra t is li t eracy? The caSt? for intensive nhonics. Succe ssful school s t h t 
Pl' CY.'lote j ..t e racy . ThE: back-t o-basics r10V ement gr aws . Ca n the 'Oub11.c sch ools be 
dh brt d f r om the ir pr esent anti-literacy c ourse ? Does television he l p or hinier ? 
Ses ame Stree t am Electric Circus: good. or bad? Me thcrl s that H' O k, and wher e-
they are bing us .d~ HOI{ to erea t e an avid reade r: by rn king r ead ing a s :,' rrl 
pleasureful . The wonders of the nrinted word. The supe r iority of Hr i.t ten 
literacy to the sc-c",lled TV ~casette "lit era cy." The written Har d a s the r eno i or y 
or h urn.a n know-Idee . The need for gr ea ter f r e edom of choice in educatio . The 
need for t eachers Hho really care at out literacy. A DIan of action t ha t a ny 
e omrnuni ty can embark. on to impr oye literacy. 
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